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brother-in-law to be obstinate as well as good-
humoured and simple.
"No doubt the woman is fair. But if you desire
her, is she not free to all to take? Does she not
wander, like a man, in the jungle? They say that
even kings have desired Rodiya women. If you
desire her, it is not hard to take her. But there need
be no talk of marriage, or bringing her to thq house,"
"This morning I took her with me into the jungle,
but it is not enough; the desire is still with me.
I have thought about it. It is time that I took a
wife to cook my food and bear me children, I want
no other than this. I can leave your compound, and
build myself a new house, and take her to live with
me."
Babehami's anger began to break out again.
"Are you a fool? Will you take this beggar
woman to be your wife? Is not her father always
about my door crying for a handful of kurakkan?
Fool! I tell you my brother's children in Kotegoda
will bring you land, paddy land, and cocoanuts.
There is no difference, between one woman and an-
other."
"I tell you I want no Kotegoda woman. I will
take the daughter of Silindu. I want no strange
woman or strange village. I can build myself a